Milfoil and Invasive Aquatic Weed Committee

           August 19, 2009

    6:30PM

    New Durham Town Hall

Present: Art Hoover, Sue Hoover, Aline Goss, Cindy McEntire, Don Holm, Lee Ann Beals, Alan McQuiston, and Fred Quimby

Absent: Cynthia Quimby, Tom Goss, and Fawn Choate

Guest: Keith Curtis

(1) Call to order: Art Hoover convened the scheduled meeting at 6:30PM at the Town Hall. Minutes of the July 15, 2009 meeting were reviewed. Don Holm moved and Fred Quimby seconded the motion to approve the minutes without change. The motion carried unanimously.

(2) Art reviewed the status of the 7 action items from the July meeting.

a. Fred reported that he and Fawn had emailed the three remaining scuba divers who had previously indicated they were interested in being trained by DES. Two did not respond  and should be considered non-interested, one reported that he was currently too ill to undergo training this year, but that he was still interested. Thus only Fawn remains to be trained this year.
b. Fred reported that Fawn was trying to establish a date to be trained by Ted Aldrich. Once she is trained she will work to establish a date for Ted to return to Hoover’s bridge for the field practical. Ricky Rines and Scott Higgins are interested in attending this practical and Lee Ann said that Joe Beals would be also.

c. The reapplication has been sent to Amy Smagula by Art Hoover for this year’s funding.

d. Don Holm did contact Mark Merrill of the DOT and Mark went to examine the locations on Merrymeeting River where unofficial boat launches have been established and where we would like Jersey Barriers inserted. He will get back to Don with his findings.

e. Art Hoover made contact with the proper official in the Department of Safety to request restriction of motors in infested areas of the river and /or inset yellow buoys around the infested areas. At the time of this meeting the official still has not responded to Art. Art will continue to get a response.

f. Art approached the F&G people about lowering the water in the infested areas of the river again this Fall. They sent him to the Bureau of Dams and at this time the proper official has still not been identified. Art will work through Amy Smagula to contact the Bureau of dams.
g. Art has requested three sets of signs from Amy to be posted at various locations next to infested areas of the river. At this time the signs have not been received.

(3) Art Hoover received a  letter from Amy Smagula summarizing her analysis of the milfoil infestation in the river above Hoover’s Bridge. This letter was handed out at the meeting for all attendees to read. Art moved and Fred seconded a motion to send this letter to the Baysider as a letter to the editor. This letter would begin a published dialog in the Baysider to educate the public about the status of milfoil in New Durham. The motion carried unanimously.

(4) Art distributed an email from Ed Neister and Amy Smagula outlining the results of the last treatment of the Suncook River. It appears the dose of the treatment and the timing of the two treatments is now established to ensure success in a riverine environment. Art will contact Ed to see if he would submit this information to follow the letter to the editor ( from Amy) as an additional attempt at public education.

(5) There was a general discussion about lowering the water in the river again this fall. Cindy felt that leaving it low until the Spring, and repeating this each year for three years would be beneficial ( this has been reported in the literature). Art responded that the last time we wanted to leave the water down the Bureau of Dams would only approve a short extension because they did not want the river to freeze over while the river water level was low. Cindy also wondered if the State could dredge the bottom and clear out the milfoil when the water level was low. This is something that could not be answered at the meeting, but certainly dredging permits would be necessary. Keith reminded everyone that the last time the river water level was dramatically lowered (the dam was repaired) several people loss water in their wells.

(6) Don Holm suggested that we run informative letters in the Baysider periodically until the next Town Meeting to better educate the public about the problem and the true costs associated with fixing this problem, especially now that such good success has been achieved in the Suncook River. Everyone thought this was a good idea. As soon as Amy sends Art the total acreage of water infested with milfoil (and in need of treatment), Art will send this along to the chemical applicator for a quote. Once the treatment costs are known and the funds which will be contributed by the State are known we will be in a good position to send another letter to the editor.

(7) Action Plan for the next meeting:

a. Fawn to get trained by Ted and set up a practical at Hoover’s Bridge.

b. Don will re-contact Mark Merrill concerning the Jersey Barriers.

c. Art will re-contact the Dept. of Safety to see if we can restrict motors in infested areas.

d. Art will continue to contact the Bureau of Dams and see how long we will be allowed to hold back the water this year.

e. Art will send Amy’s letter to the Baysider as a letter to the editor.

f. Art will ask Ed Neister to write a summary of their success in the Suncook River to follow Amy’s letter in the Baysider.

g. Art will invite Ken Marshner ( Wolfeboro Back Bay clean up) to our next meeting September 16, 2009.
Don Holm moved and Fred seconded a motion to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 7:05PM.
